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Meeting Notice!   Board of Directors  

President:      Larry Thomas   
 larrydthomas1 at hotmail dot com  
 
Vice - President:   Don Huddleston  
 gowheel2003 at yahoo dot com  

       
Treasurer :       Jan Malone   

 tjmalone at cox dot net     
  
Secretary :        Jan Malone     

 tjmalone at cox dot com             
 
Newsletter Ed:  Jen Schmidt                    
 jen_schmidt_tc at yahoo dot com  

 
Trail Run Coor.  Jason McClary  

 gotmy69rt at aol dot com  
 
 
Activities:          Heath Tate  
 htate at aarcorp dot com  
 
 
Web Master:    Richard Jurey  

 rinjury at gmail dot com  
 

Safety Dir.:        Phil Bargman   

 bargmanpands at sbcglobal dot net  
 

MEETINGS  

   

  

  

      Enterprises, Inc.  

    Authorized Dealer  

         SniperFab Body Armor  

 

Bob Supplee        3615 E. I-240 Service Rd 

(405) 799-8977  Oklahoma City, OK 

Shhhhhhhhh !!!!  

Shhhhhhhhh!!!!  
MEETING NOTICE 

 

Out of respect of others and consideration 

of the speaker, PLEASE keep talking and 

excessive noise to a minimum while the 

meeting is in session.  
(duct tape and rope provided for the extra loud) 

 

VISITING HOURS ï BEFORE 

AND AFTER MEETING!  

Trailchaser meetings held every 

third Tuesday; 7:00 P.M. at the 

Santa Fe Cattle Co.  

7101 S.E. 29th St.  

Midwest City, OK  

Located one block east of Air 

Depot on the North Side of 29th 

ST. 

All email concerning club issues and 

needing distribution to the club list can 
be sent to:  

  Jan Malone    

  tjmalone at cox dot net  

THE   E -MAIL   EXPRESS  



    Official Trailchaser  4x4 logo is now available in 
professional machine -stitching.   

T- shirts      

 $14.00  youth xs -l  adult s -xxxl                                                   

 Navy, Yellow. Natural black             

Polo shirts   

 $18.00 Short Sleeve adult m -xxl  

 $22.00 Long Sleeve   adult m -xxxl                 

 Ash green, Navy, Natural  

 Add $2.00 for XXL and XXXL  

Sweat shirts   

 $19.00 youth xs -m  

  adult m -xxxl     

 White, Gray, Black, Navy  

  Add $2.00 for xxl & xxxl    

 Caps 

 Cotton Twill with slide adjustment      

 $10.00 Khaki with Black bill  

 $12.00 Red/White/Blue  

 $12.00 Red/Navy/Black   
Other items are available by special order    

Pre-pay only.  

Make checks payable to:   

Oklahoma Trailchasers   

Questions? Contact  Jan Malone  

Club  Merchandise  Editors Trail  

I was excited to put together the  

Newsletter this month. I had some 

computer issues but the computer is-

sue has been resolved.  

The community service project was a 

success. (as usual)  Christine sent me 

some photos and an article about the 

community service project. Larry 

Thomas gave me an article about his 

plans for 2010 as the President.  

The Christmas party was awesome. 

Don Huddleston sent me an article 

about the Christmas party and Larry 

Thomas gave me a disc full of photos 

of the Christmas party to use in the 

Newsletter. Tom Malone and Larry 

Thomas sent  article and some photos 

on the Hot Springs run.  

This newsletter was definitely a 

learning experience for me but Iõm 



 From the President  

Hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. As we 

move forward into 2010 I am looking forward to the challenges that 

are ahead. I have been thinking a lot about what we need to do to see 

our membership numbers grow. I have a few ideas and hope to hear 

from some of you guys with ideas also. Another thing we need to 

tackle is to find more venders to advertise in both the newsletter and 

now the forum. Iõm not sure we have even come up with a price for 

the forum ads as of yet but if not that will be extremely high on my 

list of item to be done.  

 

 This club has been running now for twenty years and from talking to 

some of the members that are veterans to the club we have really 

dwindled down from its peak membership. Yes I have heard many dif-

ferent reasons, from to many rules to many a#* holes that are to out 

spoken. What ever the reason I think the main reason is lack of inter-

est and the biggest cause of that is a lack of fun and enjoyment. No 

one wants to be involved in something they donõt enjoy so if we all put 

our heads together I think we can find a lot of things we can do as a 

group that will help our current members want to be more involved 

and hopefully bring in new members.  

 

 I want to thank Don for his dedication as last yearõs president and am so glad he was 

elected as our vice -president this year. Don will bring a lot to the table in this upcoming year 

and I am sure he will be a great help to me and the rest of the board of directors. I think 

that we have a good group of people on the board this year that are extremely capable of 

filling there positions and will work hard to make sure this club reaches it full potential. I 

have said it before and here I go again. I along with everyone you elected to represent you 

can only do so much without your input so please chime in and give us you thoughts and ideas 

they are extremely important to us. If there is something you donõt like and need to vent 

please vent to me. If there is something you like and want to express that then let everyone 

on the board know because I want them to keep good attitudes. I promise you that if you 

come to me with a problem I will take it to the board and it will be discussed. I also want you 

to know that if you do it in strict confidence I will never mention the name of the person 

but will do my best to get it settled.  

 

           Continued next page  



So just because you donõt think things are going your way just wait for the next issue that 

comes up and see if you agree with it.  

 

 I joined this club to have fun and I bet you joined for this same reason. I  hope we can 

work together to make it fun and enjoyable for all. Yes there are going to be some rules 

and no not everyone is going to agree with everyoneõs decision made but that is part of any-

thing you are involved in. I have been involved in disgruntled issues in church, work other 

clubs and even my own family but donõt take things personal we are all different and some-

times we will get our feathers ruffled but that is just different personalities at work.  

Again thanks everyone for your support and lets have some fun and good times because life 

is too short to only do things we have to. See you at the next meeting or on the trail.  

 

 OKTC 2010 Club President  

 

Larry Thomas  

The Trailchaser is the monthly 
publication for and about the Oklahoma 

Trailchaser Four Wheel Drive Club.  
Submissions are accepted from all 

members.  For information about the 
club or newsletter contact the editor, 

Jen Schmidt  c/o Oklahoma Trailchasers 
P.O. Box 95495  Oklahoma City, OK  

7 3 1 4 3 .   O r  b y  e m a i l 

jen_schmidt_tc at yahoodot com or phone 

405 -973 -6957 .  All submissions are due 15  
days before the regularly scheduled 
meeting .   

The Trailchaser  Bartertown  

For Sale:  

 1981 Jeep Wagoneer 4x4  engine 

smokes a little and has a slight knock 
but runs smooth. AMC 360 engine, 727 

trans., AMC 20 rear and Dana 44 front 
axles, clear title.  Asking $500 or make 

offer or  trade  
Call Todd Wasson 405 - 517 - 1055  



Well, this was our Saturday, October 24, 2009 run at Hot Springs, Arkansas at the Superlift Park.  We all 

showed up at 8:30am, for the 9:00 start.  Present was Larry Thomas with passenger Tom Malone in his pur-

ple Zuki, Marty Young and Marty, Jr. in his red Zuki, Scott and his 7yr old son in his army green Zuki, 

Shaun Schafer (new member from Texas) with his friend, Jessie in Shaunôs Jeep, Donald Weiser (Cowboy) 

and his son in his blue Zuki buggy, Darrell Rowe in his big Jeep Wrangler, Nathan and Marilyn Shearon in 

his black Jeep Cherokee and finally, Dale and Tanja Williams in their sweet, red trail buggy (it looks like a 

Jeep, but Dale custom built it).   

 

It was a beautiful, sunny 

day, great for wheeling.  It 

had rained heavily on Thurs-

day, so the trails were still 

wet.   The Superlift Park has 

over 1250 acres and 120 

trails, so we had our pick.  

We chose a little uphill 

climb that yôd off into a #4 

trail called Gregôs Rocks.  

That trail took us until noon 

to finish.  There was some 

winching, but mostly a lot of 

playing on a particularly 

hard ledge that had several 

options with varying degrees 

of difficulty.  Iôve run that 

trail 3 or 4 times and have 

never seen anyone go up the 

hardest part.  But that day 

with Cowboyôs spotting and 

his son driving, that ledge was conquered and they were the only ones in our group to do it. 

 

We broke for lunch and headed out again at 1:00pm.  I decided to take the Yota out this afternoon.  My wife 

(Jan), had fallen the previous day injuring her ankle and could not ride.  Itôs just not so much fun without 

her, so I had ridden with Larry Thomas on the morning run.  Larry and some others wanted to try some of 

the most extreme trails in the afternoon, so I led another group on some less extreme stuff.  Our first trail 

was a #4 called the Humdinger.  It turned out to not be so Humdingy, so we set out on a #5 trail called 

Ingridôs Revenge.  Gary Cotton had joined us in his white Jeep Rubicon and he was the first casualty.  He 

cratered his front driveshaft about ¼ up the boulder strewn trail.  They got the shaft secured, turned him 

around, and Dale Williams escorted him back to the camp.  When Dale returned, we continued attacking 

Ingrid.  Near the end, there is a 12 ft. wall at probably a 45degree angle.  There was water cascading down 

it.  I tried it a few times and finally winched over it.  Most of the group after me opted for the go around, 

which turned into mud a pit after the first rig, so the winches came out again.  

 

Continued on next page. 



 Dale Williams approached the 12 ft. wall.  At this point, his son, Chad, was his passenger.  He tried to 

crawl it a couple of times unsuccessfully.  He had just put a new V8 in his buggy (I think it is a Corvette 

engine).  It. Really 

sounded sweet, and he de-

cided to use a little horse-

power.  The first couple of 

times, he came close, but 

slid kind of sideways back 

down.  The third time, his 

slide was a bit more awk-

ward and faster.  When the 

buggy hit a dry spot, it 

flipped hard on the rocks.  

Dale reached for some-

thing to grab to make him 

more stable in his seat, but 

couldnôt connect.  His 

head hit hard on the rock 

face.  He was unconscious, 

his neck was crooked and 

we were all scarred silly.  

His son, Chad, who has 

medical training, took im-

mediate control.  With his 

instruction, the guys got Dale up and within a minute or so, he regained consciousness.  He was still groggy 

with no memory of what had just happened.  We got his rig back upright and winched out to safe ground. 

Tanja took Dale to the hospital and long story short, his is just fine, but has a concussion. It was a scary 

time, but I couldnôt be prouder of Daleôs son, Chad and all the Trailchasers who kicked into motion and 

made this situation safe.  What a great bunch of people with which to be associated. 

 

That evening, we all met together for a cookout and a birthday cake for Tanja Williams.  We all shared sto-

ries about the happenings of the day.  Dale finally arrived from his trip to the Hospital for a Hot Dog and 

some Ice Cream and Cake.  We sure were glad to see him up and in sound mind (well as close to sound as 

he could come).   

 

By Tom Malone 



  The Oklahoma Trailchasers headed out on another 4 wheel excursion to the hills of Arkansas in search of 

the ultimate challenge. On Thursday October 22 the first of the adventurous crew set out for Hot Springs 

Superlift Off Road Park to begin what was to be a weekend of a not so normal Trailchaser club run. Marty 

Young along with his son Marty Jr. arrived at my place around 9:30 AM on Thursday. We loaded the motor 

home and headed to the pre-determined meeting spot (the Wal-Mart parking lot in Shawnee) to convoy 

with Tom/Jan Malone and Darrell/Terra Rowe. From there we headed down I-40 to our destination. We 

arrived at the park around 6:00 PM where we found an ark would have been much more appropriate to tow 

then our 4xs4ôs. The campgrounds where somewhat underwater due to the torrential rain that had dumped 

massive amounts of water in the area, looked like the first day of wheeling was going to be interesting. We 

set up camp and found that Nathan /Marilyn Shearon from Enid along with Dale/Tanja Williams from 

Texas where already there so we wondered down to there camp to visit and look at there rigs. The Maloneôs 

and Roweôs headed for town to get checked in to there motel so they could rest there weary boneôs after the 

6 hour drive. The rest of us ate our evening meal and prepped things for the day to follow. 

 

  After a good nights rest and some morning nutrition we met up for our pre-run meeting. Gary Cotton had 

showed up with his Jeep so we now had 2-Zuks, 1 Toyota, and 4-Jeeps. Marty (designated safety officer) 

went over the rigs for our safety inspection and Tom (our club chaplain) gave a prayer. Tom (trail leader for 

this run) went over the trail run plan and a few safety tips then we loaded up and headed for our first chal-

lenge. Tom had spent some time studying the map and had set up a great plan to run one trail after another 

we had very little down time looking for the next trail and this made for a well organized run. We spent 

most of out time on #4 trails but due to the rain we had the day before they where more like #5ôs. I was very 

surprised even as wet as it was we did very well and we put a lot of miles behind us quick. The morning 

went as planned with lots of crawling and no real damage or breakage (but this was not to last). There were 

more people showing up that afternoon so we headed back to camp around noon to grab some grub and 

meet up with the rest of the group. Donald Weiser (AKA-Cowboy) and his son Brandon drove in and set up 

camp while we all chowed down. After a break we where all ready to hit the trails again so off we went. 

 

  The afternoon went a lot like the morning we hit a lot of trails even though the water running down the 

side of the hills seemed to not slow down at all. There was water running from any opening it could find to 

get out. I have never seen water running from rocks like there where water facets under them. The rocks at 

Hot Springs are like they have been polished and with the added water running over them the surfaces were 

similar to ice. There was little if nothing to find for traction so we found ourselves powering up them only 

to slide back down to the point we started. At times we found ourselves sliding sideways on a 45 degree hill 

and as we all know that is the makings of a disaster. We saw a lot of us with only two wheels on the ground 

awaiting the unforgiving flop. 

 

Jan found out just how slick the rocks really where on a #5 hill we where running. 

It was the last climb of the day and we were making our way up the slick and steep rocks of a long ravine 

that had seen tons of water pass over it the last couple of days. Jan climbed out of the yota to watch the 

group behind her and snap a few pics when she lost her footing and slid under the rig. She had hurt her an-

kle. We were lucky enough to have a couple of nurses with us so Marilyn and Tanja took a look at it and 

due to the way it was swelling decided she should get to the Dr. ASAP. 

Continued on next page 



 We all made it to the top and headed for the camp so she could get medical attention. Along the way 

Marty lost a bead so some of us stayed behind to assist him in getting the tire back on the rim and back to 

camp. Upon arriving at camp we found Scott and his son had shown up with there Zuk and would be join-

ing us the next morning. We werenôt sure if Jan and Tom would be making the run the next day or not. 

We all ate a bit and hit the sack for the next day. 

 

That morning we were getting things 

ready when here comes Tom and Jan. 

Jan had sprang her ankle and was told 

she needed to stay off it so she decided 

to lay up in my motor home for the day 

and relax. A new member and his friend 

Jessie (none of us had met) came to run 

with us from Texas. Shaun Schafer was 

surfing the internet and came across our 

web site he was looking our club over 

when he noticed we run a lot of the 

places he wanted to run and decided to 

join up. Shaun drives a CJ7 and is 

locked front and rear. His rig has a good 

size lift and 36ò tires so we figured he 

was capable of keeping up. Our hunch 

was right he ran with us through a really 

tuff wash that took us all morning to run 

with very little trouble. At the top of the run was a nice wall that we wanted to concur so some of us beat 

on the darn thing for over an hour and of the 5 rigs that hit it 4 of us went away with a long face. As much 

as I hate to say this the only rig that made it over the wall waséééé.OK cowboyôs Zuk. Brandon was 

driving and Cowboy was spotting him and with a lucky bounce he popped it up over the wall and my heart 

dropped to my feet not because he made it but because we would all have to hear about it for the rest of 

our lives. (just pulling your string cowboy) We all like to see one of our own do the impossible. When we 

finished playing we headed in for some lunch and a well deserved break.   

 

I talked to the rest of the bunch and we decided there were to many rigs and we needed to make a split so 

some of us where wanting to run some trails in the ñEò section (which turned out to be one of the stupidest 

ideas ever) so the split went like this all the Zuks went to hell (ñEò section) and the rest went to have fun. 

For those of you that have never been to the ñEò section of superlift take my advice unless you have tire 

larger then a monster truck stay away. We headed up the hill on the main road 2 then took a left on 5 until 

we came to a little trail off to the right that was marked as #2.  

Continued on next page 




